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Discovery of the Falklands, South Georgia and
the Antarctica Peninsula
-

Expedition cruise in Antarctica

9 to 29 November 2023
20 days / 19 nights, from £ 14,100 per person
Give yourself the best chances to admire the pristine and frozen
landscapes of Antarctica and to observe its unique wildlife, by
joining this cruise at the beginning of the season.
The highlights of this trip are the following:
- navigate in the southernmost waters of the planet to discover
places as wild and mythical as the Falkland Islands, South Georgia,
and the Antarctic Peninsula, plus see huge icebergs, when few other
ships are on site and you can immerse yourself at leisure in the
dramatic atmosphere of Antarctica
- appreciate the diversity of this cruise and, subject to weather
conditions, its superb opportunities to observe seven different
species of penguins, albatrosses, elephant seals, etc.
- take advantage of the limited size of the icebreaker, which allows
you to enter fjords which few boats can access, thus increasing your
chances of observing the fauna of the 6th continent
- enjoy excursions in Zodiacs, which permit you close encounters
with the fauna and walks on the tundra
- have the satisfaction of a cruise whose carbon emissions are 100%
offset
- relax thanks to the comfort of the ship and the hospitality of an
expert crew accustomed to sailing in these regions.
An exceptional experience of immersion in the beauty of Antarctica,
that is only possible during a few months each year!
For more information about this expedition cruise, please contact
us by email info@autographsafaris.com or by phone on +44 7841
491 963.
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Itinerary – Ushuaia and Tierra del Fuego
Day 1: Arrival in Ushuaia
Arrival at Ushuaia, the town at the “End of the World” that is the starting point of this
adventure.
Night at Albatros Hotel. Bed and breakfast.
Before the population explosion in Ushuaia, Puerto Williams in Chile was
considered the southernmost city in the world; however, by referring to
the notion of city and its threshold of 20,000 inhabitants established by
the United Nations, Ushuaia with its 57,000 inhabitants has gained this
title.
Ushuaia was founded on 12 October 1884 and is situated at the end of
the eponymous bay opening of Canal Beagle. During most of the first half
of the 20th century, the city sprouted up around a prison for particularly
dangerous criminals. It was built there as the Argentinian government
was inspired by the example of the British convicts in Australia - the
theory being that escaping from a prison on such an isolated island would
be practically impossible. The prisoners thus became settlers and their
main activity was to cut wood on the grounds surrounding the prison and
to build the city. Today, Ushuaia is the capital of Tierra del Fuego and the
South Atlantic Islands. Almost the entire economy of the city is linked to
tourism in both a direct and an indirect way as it is the starting and
ending point for the vast majority of expeditions to Antarctica.
Albatros Hotel is located near the bay, just 300 metres from the port of
Ushuaia, in an area with good shops.
The hotel has a bar, and a restaurant that serves a daily buffet breakfast
and a wide variety of international dishes.
The bedrooms, each with en-suite bathroom and toilet, are comfortable
and equipped with a minibar, cable TV, and a seating area with elegant
wooden furniture. They also have free Wi-Fi.
Visitors can take advantage of the hotel swimming pool and spa, which
has a hammam and hydromassage.

Day 2: Tierra del Fuego, embarkment on Ocean Nova and Beagle Canal
The morning is devoted to a visit to the southernmost national park in the world - Tierra del
Fuego. Exploration of this park filled with spectacular landscapes of forests and mountains.
Lunch (free) and, in the afternoon, embarkation on the expedition ship Ocean Nova and
navigation along the Beagle Canal, which sometimes allows you to observe Magellanic
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penguins swimming in the canal.

Itinerary – Tierra del Fuego and navigation
Night on board the Ocean Nova. Full board and activities included.
Tierra del Fuego is the name given to the archipelago that lies at the
extreme south of the South American continent. It is situated at the
confluence of the Atlantic Ocean to the east, and the Pacific Ocean to the
west. It is bounded to the north by the Strait of Magellan, which
separates it from Patagonia, and on the south by the Drake Passage,
which separates the islands from the Antarctic continent.
The archipelago is made of several thousand islands, most of them highly
divided and with numerous fjords, covering a total area of approx. 70,000
sqkm. The main island, the large island of Tierra del Fuego, measures
48,100 sqkm. It is crossed to the south and west by the Darwin mountain
range, which culminates at Mount Shipton at 2,469 metres above sea
level, and is part of the Andes mountain range. On its Atlantic facade, the
island consists of a large plain.
Among the animals that inhabit Tierra del Fuego, one can mention
different species of nocturnal raptors, Black-browed Albatross, seagulls,
kingfishers, King penguins, Austral parakeets, hummingbirds from Chile,
and condors, as well as foxes, guanacos and beavers.

Day 3: At Sea
Day of navigation east, towards the Falklands. The boat is regularly followed by a group of sea
birds such as petrels, fulmars and albatrosses.
Whales and dolphins can also be seen in the surrounding waters, and the polar experts
accompanying the expedition begin their conference program today.
Night on board the Ocean Nova. Full board and activities included.
The expedition ship Ocean Nova was built in Denmark in 1992 along with
its sister ship the M/S Quest, and was completely refurbished in 2006 to
serve as an icebreaker. Ocean Nova can accommodate up to 78
passengers in twin or triple cabins, which all have a view of the outside
and are equipped with toilets and private shower rooms. All cabins have a
chair and a wardrobe for storage of personal items.
The ship has spacious observation decks, which allow passengers to
appreciate the stunning panoramas. In the dining room delicious meals
are served between landings, and the panoramic lounge allows a
breathtaking view of the surrounding landscape. The ship also has a small
library with books and DVDs devoted to polar environments.
Passengers are welcome on the deck at all times as there is always
something to see or search for. Ocean Nova is staffed with an
international crew and the atmosphere is relaxed and friendly, which
enhances the experience of traveling on a small expedition ship rather
than being on a large ocean liner.
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Itinerary – West and East Falklands
Day 4: West Falklands
The objective of this day is to explore the western islands of the Falkland archipelago, which
are isolated and windswept but are home to many seabirds and migratory birds, including the
famous Black-browed Albatross.
Night on board the Ocean Nova. Full board and activities included.
In the West Falklands, the plan is to land on Carcass Island to encounter
nesting Magellanic penguins along with Oystercatchers and the flightless
Steamer Duck, who is a permanent resident.
Weather permitting, passengers will disembark and explore Saunders
Island, a penguin hotspot that is one of the only places in the world
where four species of penguins nest side-by-side. Here one can find
Gentoo, Rockhopper, King and Magellanic penguin rookeries as well as
nesting Black-browed Albatross.
Participants can sit on the white sandy beach, watching the penguins
come and go while the Striped Caracaras patrol above them.

Day 5: East Falklands
After a short sailing night, this day is dedicated to cultural aspects with a visit to Stanley, the
capital of the Falkland Islands. Walking through the charming streets with small houses, it is
possible to discover how this calm port today was a major port in the 19th century for ships
trying to circumvent the waters of Cape Horn.
Visit the famous Stanley Philatelic Museum with its impressive collection of historical stamps.
Night on board the Ocean Nova. Full board and activities included.
The Falkland Islands are an archipelago of the South Atlantic located 399
km northeast of the eastern end of Tierra del Fuego and 1,216 km from
the northern end of the Antarctic Peninsula. They form a British Overseas
Territory - though they are claimed by Argentina and were, as a result, the
cause of a military confrontation, the war of the Falklands, between the
two countries in 1982.
The archipelago is made up of two main islands, West Falkland and East
Falkland (which accounts for most of the population and agriculture)
separated by a wide channel, the Strait of the Falklands, plus more than
750 islands and islets. The area of the archipelago is 12,173 sqkm
(equivalent to the size of Northern Ireland) for a population of
approximately 3,000 inhabitants, of which two thirds reside in the capital,
Stanley.
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Itinerary – East Falklands and South Georgia
Discovered by Amerigo Vespucci at the beginning of the 16th century, the
islands were baptized by the English in 1592 the "Southern Davis Islands".
The French Louis-Antoine de Bougainville visited them in turn in 1764,
and gave them the name of "Malouines", after the sailors and fishermen
of Saint-Malo, who were the first known permanent settlers of these
islands.

Day 6 and day 7: At Sea
Navigation towards the south-east, in the direction of South Georgia. Anticipation develops
when crossing the Antarctic convergence with the noticeable drop in temperature. On-board
presentations continue, highlighting the exciting history and abundant wildlife of South
Georgia.
Whales, seals and swimming and diving penguins can be spotted.
Nights on board the Ocean Nova. Full board and activities included.

Days 8 to 11: South Georgia
Majestic mountains, mighty glaciers and beaches filled with King penguins welcome the ship
to the island of South Georgia, which is the point of exploration for these four days of the
cruise.
Indeed, the arrival at the beginning of summer allows us to take advantage of this exceptional
environment when there are few ships nearby, and the summits of spectacular mountain
ranges are still snow-capped.
The days are devoted to wildlife and landscapes, and include a visit to Shackleton's grave at
Grytviken, once an active whaling station, which now houses a charming little museum.
Nights on board the Ocean Nova. Full board and activities included.
South Georgia, which takes its name from King George III, was discovered
in 1675 by the British merchant, Anthony de la Roché. The latter,
returning from a commercial trip to Chile and going back to Europe, was
diverted from his path by a storm.
With the nearby South Sandwich Islands, South Georgia is a British
Overseas Territory administered from the Falkland Islands by a
representative of the British Crown. Their defence is the responsibility of
the United Kingdom. Only Grytviken and Bird Island are permanently
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Itinerary – South Georgia, South Shetlands and Antarctic Peninsula
inhabited - by twenty to thirty people who are part of scientific missions
and the military.
South Georgia is an island of 170 km in length. It is mountainous, with the
highest point being Mount Paget at 2,935 metres above sea level, and is
covered with glaciers and is rich in fauna.
For those interested in wildlife, South Georgia is a true oasis. Hundreds of
thousands of penguins are found in places such as St. Andrew’s Bay and
Salisbury Plain. Huge elephant seals bask on sandy beaches at the time of
year that this cruise takes place, making it possible to witness spectacular
fights for the position of king of a harem.
The island is also home to several other species of penguins, like the
Macaroni, the Gentoo and the Chinstrap penguin, as well as fur seals.
South Georgia played an important role in Shackleton's epic adventure.
After his Endurance ship sank, he crossed the treacherous ocean in an
open lifeboat to reach the islands.

Days 12 to 14: At Sea
Navigation to the south and the most distant continent in the world - Antarctica - faithfully
accompanied by numerous sea birds.
Polar experts continue to embellish the heroic story cruise of some of the first adventurers to
explore Antarctica. Gradually, the first icebergs appear on the horizon.
Nights on board the Ocean Nova. Full board and activities included.

Days 15 to 18: South Shetland Islands and Antarctic Peninsula
As this is a true Antarctic expedition cruise, the exact itinerary for these days is subject to
weather and ice conditions.
Here are examples of places that can be visited:
Elephant Island
The target is to land ashore on Elephant Island to learn more about the
famous Antarctic adventures of Sir Ernest Shackleton. This island was a
place of refuge in 1916 for Shackleton and his crew after the destruction
of his ship by pack ice in the Weddell Sea. After losing their ship, the men
reached Elephant Island after a harrowing ordeal on drifting ice floes.
They established a camp at a place they called Point Wild, named after
Shackleton's commander, Frank Wild, and which now houses Chinstrap
penguins.
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Itinerary – South Shetlands, Antarctic Peninsula, Drake and Ushuaia
South Shetlands
Time will be spent sailing among the South Shetland Islands just off the
Antarctic Peninsula. Dazzling wildlife observations the participants during
excursions to some of the islands, including King George, Half Moon,
Barrientos or Livingston. Adélie, Chinstrap and Gentoo penguins thrive
here, as do many species of seals. The expectation is to have the chance
to visit the flooded volcanic caldera of Deception Island. Along the coast
of the South Shetlands, humpback whales looking for krill can sometimes
be observed.

Antarctic Peninsula
The cruise continues south along the Antarctic Peninsula, where the pack
ice still covers large parts of the bays, and one watches experienced
officers pilot the icebreaker ship. Navigation can be through labyrinths of
icebergs, some of which may have penguins at rest watching curiously. In
good ice conditions, the expectation is to set foot on the Antarctic
continent at Hope Bay or Paradise Harbor. The landscapes, from colossal
icebergs to the seemingly endless ice cap of Antarctica, are truly
breathtaking.

Nights on board the Ocean Nova. Full board and activities included.
Day 19 and day 20: Drake’s Passage
Departure from the magical place that is the Antarctic Peninsula. Crossing of Drake’s Passage,
with time to share and reflect on the wonderful experiences of the past few days.
As the ship approaches the South American continent, whales, dolphins and seals can be
observed.
Celebration of the end of the Antarctic expedition with a farewell dinner on board.
Nights on board the Ocean Nova. Full board and activities included.
Day 21: Arrival at Ushuaia
Disembark at Ushuaia early in the morning and stroll around town while waiting for your
return flight or to your next destination.
Transfer to the airport for your return flight.
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Itinerary – Maps
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Conditions
Indicative price:
For a trip of 21 days / 20 nights:
. from £ 14,100 / person on the basis of 3 participants sharing one triple room in Ushuaia and a
triple cabin with bunkbeds on board Ocean Nova.
. from £ 17,200 / person on the basis of 2 participants sharing one twin room in Ushuaia and a
twin cabin with bunkbeds on board Ocean Nova.
. from £ 18,900 / person on the basis of 2 participants sharing one twin room in Ushuaia and a
twin cabin with twin beds on board Ocean Nova.
Subject to availability at the time of booking. The final budget will be communicated after
establishing a personalised quotation that will depend on the exchange rates at the time.
GBP/USD exchange rate used for this brochure is 1.10.
Price inclusive of:
- Transfers as a group between the hotel in Ushuaia and the ship.
- 1 night in Ushuaia at the Albatros Hotel (3***/4**** or equivalent), in a room with ensuite
bathroom and toilets. Room with breakfast.
- 19 nights cruising onboard the ice-strengthened expedition ship Ocean Nova, in a cabin with
en-suite shower room, full board.
- All the activities on board Ocean Nova, including zodiac excursions, tundra walks, natural
history conferences, etc.
- The compensation of 100% of the carbon emissions of this cruise
Price exclusive of:
- International flights to Ushuaia and return
- Travel or Insurances (cancellation, repatriation, luggage, other risks and any additional
insurance)
- Meals indicated as “free” or not indicated and drinks other than the ones mentioned in this
brochure
- Any extras of personal nature, tips, laundry and drinks not mentioned in the program, etc.
Option:
Stay in Buenos Aires, etc: please consult us.

Advisory Note:
The exact route of the Ocean Nova will depend on ice, weather conditions and wildlife. The places
mentioned are just examples of some of the many sites Antarctica has to offer. Our partner and the
expedition crew and leader always strive to maximise the experience. Please remember that flexibility is
important to a successful expedition.
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Legal information
Autograph Safaris, inspirés par la Nature is a registered trademark of Kleber Europe SAS
Kleber Europe
Société par Actions Simplifiée au capital de € 30.000
R.C.S. Mulhouse 891 282 295 – Siret 891 282 295 00015
Code NAF7911Z – N° TVA intracommunautaire FR 90891282295

Registered Office
9 rue du Temple
68300 Saint-Louis
France
Telephone:

+33 6 30 67 96 35
+44 7841 491 963

Email: info@autographsafaris.com

Booking Conditions
Available on the website www.autographsafaris.com

Professional Liability Insurance
Gras Savoye Hiscox MTRC202100398

Financial Guarantee
APST, 15 Avenue Carnot, 75017 Paris, France

Atout France
Certificat d’Immatriculation au Registre des Opérateurs de Voyages et
de Séjour n° IM06821000
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Would you like to book your next adventure ?
info@autographsafaris.com | + 44 7841 491 963 | +33 6 30 67 96 35
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